Luminaria Ceremony 2011

KAYLA - Welcome to our Luminaria ceremony during this Relay for Life.  Darkness has settled around us tonight, and yet this field will glow with the enthusiasm of each participant, survivor and spectator.  Let us admire the candles that represent our love and respect for those who have battled cancer and our hope that someday there will be a cure for this disease. This is a time to look at how cancer has affected each and every one of us.  It’s a time to reflect on how the disease has touched each of us personally. It is also a time to look at ourselves, in quiet reflection and find the strength and hope we need to carry on. One aspect of this celebration is to honor those touched by cancer that were, and are an important part of our lives.   Cancer has no preference.  It takes young, old, fathers, mothers, brothers, sisters, husbands, wives, best friends, old friends, and dear friends. For those whose memory we honor tonight, this light represents the love we shared.  It still burns for others to see, but it burns brightest in our hearts and in our souls.  You were and will always be a part of us.  Though we do not see you, we know you are with us. For those who are currently fighting the battle or who have won, we light these candles as our continued commitment to the fight.  These lights glow in honor of all of you today. No matter what your experience is that brings you here to this event tonight we all share the same goal. To make sure another one of our loved ones doesn’t have to hear “you have cancer”.  




REBECCA -Many of us gather every year for this event, and some of us are new this year, but do we really know why it is an over night event? Do we know why we start in the afternoon, walk all through the night, and end in the morning? It is much more than just walking for our friends and family who are fighting or lost the battle.

Dr. Gordy Klatt had a purpose when he began the 24-hour Relay in 1985. The significance of daytime and nighttime coincides with the journey that all cancer patients go through.

Clear your mind and picture...

It's daylight. Life is wonderful. You're healthy, happy and looking forward to the future. You're looking forward to your child's dance recital or taking your child to Disney World for a vacation. You're looking forward to the new house you just bought. You have a new dream job that you're thrilled about.

But then...darkness falls.

You hear those words "You've got cancer", or worse, your child has cancer. Your life has suddenly become very dark. You don't know what the outcome will be. You feel there is no hope in sight. You start your treatments. You're nauseous and you have no hair. You're exhausted from caring for your child and from the agony knowing there's nothing you can do to make them healthy again. You couldn't possible feel any worse.

Until...

The sun starts to rise. The tumor is shrinking. Your treatments are working. You're getting your appetite back. Your child feels well enough to go out and play for just a few minutes. There is hope.

It is now daylight and you're in remission. You have your life back. You've made it through the night and the darkness. You celebrate life in the daylight knowing that the darkness of nighttime is behind you.

That is why we Relay, This is why Relay is an overnight event.

This is one of the most special parts of our celebration tonight. We light candles for all the ones who have gone before, remembering each by name. We light candles for victories today – for survivors who have fought the fight, we celebrate today. As we light these candles we pray that one-day we shall light no more and praying one day for a cure.  But do we really know what each Luminaria stands for? 
· The paper bag represents our thick skin – what you need when you hear a cancer diagnosis

· The sand offers us a firm foundation when we feel weak and falter

· The candle is as solid as a rock. Its what our caregivers, family, friends, doctors, and nurses are to us.

· The flame is the light of hope that a cure will be found before more Luminaria are lit. It’s the burning desire in each of us to extinguish cancer now.

As the light of the candle burns bright in the darkness, we are mindful of the people who have been touched by cancer. We remember those we knew and loved who have lost their battle with cancer. We honor and are thankful for those who are here with us tonight that have suffered from this disease, but are survivors.  

I found a poem that was written by a husband who passed away from cancer that he wrote to his wife. The poem is titled “When You Lose Me Forever, Read This":


If tomorrow starts without me Terri,
And I'm not there to see,
If the sun should rise and find your eyes all filled with tears for me;
I wish so much you wouldn't cry the way you did today,
While thinking of the many things we didn't get to say.
I know how much you love me
As much as I love you,
And each time that you think of me,
I know you'll miss me too.
But when tomorrow starts without me,
Please try to understand,
That an angel came and called my name,
And took me by the hand,
And said my place was ready,
In heaven far above,
And that I'd have to leave behind;
All those I dearly love.
But as I turned to walk away,
A tear fell from my eye
For all my life I'd always thought,
I didn't want to die.
I had so much to live for, so much left to do,
It seemed almost impossible
That I was leaving you.
I thought of all the yesterdays,
The good ones and the bad,
I thought of all the love we shared,
And all the fun we had.
If I could relive yesterday,
Just even for a while,
I'd say goodbye and kiss you
And maybe see you smile.
But then I fully realized
That this could never be,
For emptiness and memories
Would take the place of me.
And when I thought of worldly things
I might miss come tomorrow,
I thought of you and when I did,
My heart was filled with sorrow.
But when I walked through heaven's gates,
I felt so much at home.
When God looked down and smiled at me
From his great golden throne,
He said, "This is eternity. And all I've promised you."
"Today your life on earth is past, but here life starts anew.
I promise no tomorrow.
But today will always last,
And since each day's the same way,
There's no longing for the past.
You have been so faithful,
So trusting and so true.
Though there were times you did some things,
You knew you shouldn't do.
But you have been forgiven,
And now at last you're free.
So won't you come and take my hand,
And share my life with me?"

So when tomorrow starts without me,
Don't think we're far apart,
For every time you think of me,
I'm right here, in your heart.



KAYLA - We would like to take this opportunity to thank each and every one of you for making the pledge to fight against cancer. As you start your lap around the track, looking at the bags, the names, and wonder about their story, please think about the families that have dealt with the struggle of cancer. Think about those who we are celebrating today, and those who we have lost. Remember what they were fighting for, and what we continue fighting for tonight; the elimination of cancer. So please take some time to walk around and look at the names, in memory of loved ones we’ve lost and in honor of survivors that have won the fight.  Also as we walk around during our silent lap, I ask you to light your own Luminaria bag and take a moment to yourself and be thankful for the time you shared and hopefully still continue to share and the memories you have with this person.
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